Advice to Individuals and Firms Providing Estimates to Potential EE&CBG Projects

Background

The WV DOE has allocated $682,430.97 to the Region 8 PDC to allow it to fund energy efficiency retrofit projects in the Potomac Highlands.  State guidelines limit funding to any local government/project to a maximum of $200,000.  The PDC expects the program to be highly competitive and it is extremely unlikely that a single local government will receive funding for more than one project.   Direct local government participation in the funding of EE&CBG activities will greatly enhance a project's competitiveness.  EE&CBG is a reimbursement program and local governments should be prepared to interim finance all construction activity.  Technical data and cost estimates are necessary for seeking  EE&CBG funding.  Local governments may obtain required information from a number of sources including Energy Service Companies, architects, engineers, and contractors.  The PDC has prepared this advice to help individuals engaged to prepare technical data and estimates.

Davis Bacon/Prevailing Wages

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, the federal funding program, makes the EE&CBG Program subject to the Davis Bacon Act.  This will require contractors working on EE&CBG funded projects to pay the higher of the Federal or State prevailing wage to employees working on EE&CBG projects.  The Copeland Anti-Kickback and the Contract Hours and Safety Acts will also apply to the projects.  Among other requirements these require overtime pay for all time worked above 40 hours in a work week.  Contractors will need to document compliance by submitting weekly payrolls and the Region 8 PDC will conduct periodic interviews with employees working at EE&CBG sites.

Buy American 

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act establishes a Buy American requirement for EE&CBG funded projects.  The funding act requires that local governments receiving funds comply with the Buy American requirement.  Participating local governments will use contract documents to flow this requirement to all contractors working on EE&CBG projects.  Contractors must document compliance with Section 1605 of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act that requires the use of American made steel and manufactured goods.  Contractors failing to comply with the Buy American requirement will be subject to financial penalties.

Records Keeping and Reporting

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act has significant records keeping and reporting requirements.  Contractor compliance with these records keeping and reporting requirements is essential and contract documents will mandate compliance.

Waste Disposal

EE&CBG Contract documents will require all contractors to comply with West Virginia's EE&CBG waste management plan.  The plan requires that all sanitary and hazardous waste, such as construction and demolition debris, old light bulbs, lead paint, lead ballast, piping, roofing material, discarded equipment, debris and asbestos generated as a result of EE&CBG funded activity be disposed of in appropriate and approved manners.  Contractors must document their compliance with this waste disposal requirement and are subject to penalties for failing to comply and/or document compliance.

Disadvantaged Business Enterprises

Local governments will require contractors to document a good faith effort to obtain the participation of disadvantaged businesses in subcontracts and the supply of goods and services.

Timing

In preparing estimates it is important to understand that local governments will not be in a position to award construction contracts until the end of calendar year 2010 and that some contracts may not be awarded until early 2011.  

Method for Issuing Construction Contracts

Local governments will obtain construction contractors through competitive processes.   Procurement for large projects will be by sealed bid, with award of contract to the lowest responsible bidder.  Small contracts will be awarded to the lowest vendor after at least three written estimates are obtained by the local government.

Additional Information and Questions

Interested individuals can obtain additional information on the Region 8 EE&CBG program at: http://www.potomachighlandseecbg.blogspot.com Individuals preparing technical data and cost estimates should direct question to: Ken Dyche, EE&CBG Program Manager, Region 8 PDC, PO Box 849, Petersburg, WV 26847 kdyche@regioneight.org (304)257-1221.

